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	Organisation
	University of Sunderland, Widening Access and Participation Team

	Address
	City Campus, Chester Road, SR1 3SD

	Telephone
	0191 515 2865

	Website
	https://www.sunderland.ac.uk/more/schools-colleges/
https://aldrinfoundation.org/

	Hours for the project
	100



	Project Details

	Please use as much detail to outline what tasks the student will complete, the expected outputs, and how the work will be delivered. 

Project Title:
Aldrin Family Foundation Giant Moon Maps Lesson Plans

Project Background:
The University of Sunderland has partnered with the Aldrin Family Foundation with the aim of establishing a Space Learning Hub in the North East Region. This will bring the excitement of space education to primary and secondary pupils using large interactive Moon and Mars floor maps and accompanying resources 
 
Through funding secured by the Development Office, we will be distributing maps free of charge to local schools for them to use in their classrooms. The maps will be accompanied by resources for cross-curriculum lessons to encourage their use beyond teaching the science of space.  
 
The resources will be developed by the STEMM Outreach Officer in partnership with University of Sunderland School of Education undergraduate students.  

Project Online:
To develop 10 lesson plans for use by Primary School teachers that link to the Giant Moon Maps. This will include:
· Working with the STEMM Outreach Officer to decide which subjects / key stages to cover with the lesson plans
· Developing a set template and formatting so the lesson plans are easy to use for teachers.
· Mapping content of lessons to the National Curriculum
· Creating any resources/worksheets needed to accompany the lesson plans
· Work with STEMM Outreach Officer and Evaluation Officer to ensure lesson plans are meeting the overall project aims. 

It is expected that the lessons developed will be influenced by the successful student and any specialist subject knowledge they might have, while still ensuring a cross section of the national curriculum is represented. It could be that the lessons are stand alone, or that they are interrelated – again this will be discussed with the successful student. Additionally, there are lessons and resources that have been created to accompany the maps for use in the USA, so it might be that some lesson plans are created by adapting existing content for a UK audience and mapping the USA objectives to the national curriculum 

Key Objectives:
· Create 10 lessons plans, mapped to the national curriculum, that will accompany the first round of Giant Moon Maps into local schools. 
· Create a standard lesson plan template that can be used by the project going forward.
 
Timeline:
· Project start ASAP
· Duration: Approximately 10 weeks
· Deadline: Aiming to have maps going into schools after the Easter Holiday so ideally the project would be complete by end of April/beginning of May

Working Hours:
· Hours of work will be flexible around the student’s studies. 
· Likely looking at approximately 10 hours per week over 10 weeks – though this can be flexible depending on prior commitments.
· Requirement for 1-hour weekly update meeting with STEMM Outreach Officer to ensure project is progressing. 

Working Location:
· Majority of work will be completed remotely. Will be given access to shared project folder to work collaboratively on documents with project staff. 
· Update meetings will be held in person on campus (either city or St Peter’s – whichever is preferable) 

Supervision and support: 
· Project will be supervised by the STEMM Outreach Officer who is coordinating the Aldrin Family Foundation engagement with schools.
· There will also be the opportunity to learn from Jim Christensen from the Aldrin Family Foundation who is an experienced STEM educator and previous Director of the Education Programme at the Kennedy Space Centre. This would be via online meetings. 
· Member of the School of Education will be approached to provide quality assurance for the lesson plans developed and advise student. 

Skills developed:
[Linked to Sunderland Futures Skills List - https://www.sunderland.ac.uk/futures/graduates/skills/] 
· Imagination and creativity: We’re looking for creative ideas for how these giant moon maps can be used in schools to support pupils’ learning. 
· Adaptability and flexibility: This is a brand new project so we are developing it as we go, meaning there may be changes to adapt to along the way. You will work flexibility and manage your workload throughout the project, with the support of the STEMM Outreach Officer. 
· Working Independently and Autonomy: You will have to take responsibility for completing the weekly tasks/goals agreed with the STEMM Outreach Officer and will work independently on these. 
· Team Working: You will have regular interactions with other members of the project team and need to work with them to achieve the overall project objectives.
· Communication: The purpose of the lesson plans being developed for this project is to clearly communicate with teachers how they can use the moon maps within their schools. Equally, you will develop your professional communication skills by having to regularly update the team on your progress and work with staff from different departments. 
· Organisation: Prioritising tasks and managing your time will be key to the successful completion of this project. 
· Confidence: This will be developed through all aspects of the project.
· Digital Competence: You will be using Microsoft Office in a professional capacity as part of this project. There may also be opportunities to bring in other digital skills depending on the lesson plan ideas you come up with. 

If the successful student would also like to gain experience in the classroom, there could be the opportunity to accompany the STEMM Outreach Officer into schools to deliver an Outreach Programme (Space Explorers) which uses the Giant Moon and Mars maps. This can be factored into the project hours as required. 




Please return to Futuresopportunities@sunderland.ac.uk
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